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Seiﬁ-@ea[izm‘;ian Fellowship

Feunded in 1920 by Laramahansa Megananda

"I was for a divine purpose that I came to Americe, and il
iz throngh Grodd's 2race that this work bas gropy, Whet I
bave been Messed Lo witiess fa oty Efetfoe s been beyond
my dreams.. It has been a great dveam, an epic of joy.”
—Faramabansa Yoganandea

[er Frienuds.

Stnce hus mabasenmmadf i 1952, Pacvmahanss Yogamande's work of
Seff-lMealizanon Fr.'Elc:-r'.'sth—[hL' society he founded 10 Amernscs o LTV D0
hs waorldwride mission—has conmmued o Lo angl 1o l|11|1u his universal
NIESSAEE. [0 wuth-seckess all over the world, o 73 VESITS of =ervice e
have been many milestones, as well as the inevitable challenges that
come with every wornhwhile endeavos

During Parpmabansaji's lifetime, when incidenis occurred thar had rhe
potential for creating confusion and inharmony, he would do his uomosr
Lor bring forh the highest and the best in evervone inwvolved, while con-
linuing o move forward with confidence. o all circumstances, he had
full faith that tnith and harmony would prevail in the end—and he kepr
hiis mawe fowused on that, This was his wav, and he encouraged all of us
in 50F to do likewise.

In that spirt, we want 1o discuss with vou “An Open Letier from Apanda
Church of Self-Realization, September 30, 19957 Copies of this docu-
ment—which contains many misstatements and unfounded allegaions
aboul the honesty and imegrity of Sclf-Realization Fellowship and irs
leaders—have been widely distributed, not only at SRF remples bur in
other public places. In the imerest of tuth we feel we have a responsi-
bifity 10 present the facts a5 we know them, and v is our hope that the
misunderstanding evident in Ananda's letter will be ulimarely resolved

Historical Background

Anandla is an organizatdon founded i 1009 b 1 Domald Walters o nosthe-
emn California. A former monk of Self-Realization Fellowship, Mr Walters
jorimed the SEF Monaste Order in the fall of 1948 and was given the final vowes
of srrmpers 1955 by 56 Drava Mata, (A1 that times he was also given the
MenAsEe name ~Kavanand, ™) Fle served as a vice president of Self-Realization
Fellowshipy froan 1960 until 1962, at which time the SKF Board of Direcioss
{eomposed of ¢lose disciples personally trained by Paamahansaj and ap-
proarted 1 the Board by him) voted unanimously o reguest his resignation.®

Ower the years, Me Wiliers has expressed his opinions aboul SRF and
its leaders thirough letiers amd other wrtings, In the past five vears, this le-
ler-writing campaign has escalbved and has become increasingly deross-
tory and inflammatory in namre. Ar least a dozen open lemers, written by
Mr Walters and other Ananda leadess, have heen distrbuted 10 Ananda
members is well as (unsolicited) o members of Self-Realization Fellow-
ship, The open lemer referred o above is the fatest in this serics.

Movembeer 1905

Truee vedigion safisfics e deniands of
o sl rrot By eopds bt By prooft
sotrpieed Mever o e so dogaliic that I
roc el ST 1SRG B reason i oo

srpoy seapse, Whent £ el iy pore, Sed
Yuiseswar, be soid “Many teachers
will tedl you to believes then they por
ofd your fyes of reason ane fnsiriect
Yo S fodione ool Bhorr fogic, Bl I
wwetnt yure fo keep your eves of redson
e in eiglelition,  will open r youe
arodiner epe, the eve of wivelom. 7

A the beginming of my spivitual
search i Mndia I bad steadfasily re
Sused o join any society becetise
il ¥ find in them demonstrable
fraath. But wien I found my greru
crnedl Hibis path, and sanw through my
ou engrerience el 1 worked, T paee
my {ife to this canse,

— Paramahansa Yogananda
iz An's Elermal Onoesst

" Paramabansa Yopananda listed in writing the dismples be wished oo serve on the Board of [hHrecors after has lifetime. e direded the
B 1o choose, a5 needed. additonal members nod specifically named by him. Donald Walters was mod apgaointed e (e Boand by Parama-
lassa Yogmiands hirsell, bul was eleded by the other Board members afier the passing of D M. W Lewid i 1960,
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| SHE has not responded publicly o these highly decogatory etiers; nos
E have we, out of respect Tor Mr. Walters” privacy. engaged in any public dis-
| cussion of the circumstinces that made it necessare for the SEF Board o
| ask Me. Walters o resipn® On a personal level, however, we have made
numerous atlemps o achicve a greater understanding with him, even
encouraging him o continue serving the work of Paramahansaji wher-
ever he was, On April 4, 199, Sri Daya Mara wreole o him:

[emir Kripzinaneda,

When you were removed [rom your official position in SEF, [ encour-
agec] your'to go on senving Master, I even encourased vou [0 oo on fec-
turings aboot Master Cif that was all you Koew and all vou wanied o
dod, and o spread his name and his work by inrroducing oihers 1o SRF
as the chanmel Master estabbishoed [or the dissemination ol Kriva Yoz
and the other 3RF yoga techreques and prancples..

There = 50 muach WM LAY clen, even on the outsides, 1o ]'u_—.:|J|_3,.' servie Mas-
ter by serving his work in harmony with its directives, if you arc really
of a2 mind 1oodo so Al vou have o do, Krivananda, 15 tolet vour ac-
tions demonstrate your words of lovaloe 1o and devotion for Master and

Srf Dayn Mata, Prosidemnt
af Sel-Realization Felloursldp

“FHow rae ez vinpad Eopye B Frrafaddeeal b
s bas @ b word bo say ationd eoeess
fme. We may ol -':I.'.r'.-ulﬁ: [ R} v feacs A
eenrclerstand g il olbers. becarise mof ex-
Fe g RIE TR Tl pernelerntanted 1k (Thrid bed biv on-
emiies. Bl fronr bis side there wos aligs
e v of foee, T Dot way fo frffeence

SRE amd there will be the harmony amd dovine feendsbip desired by bath
you and SRE* Had you been able 1o do this these many vears vou
hawve been outside SRE, the proposals in your letter might well have been
constdered without reservation—much to the muieal joy of vourself
and SHF, and you know (1 hope) howe much lighter it would have maude
oy ows hesrt, Today i determined by past acions; the futune, by pros-
enl actions, | can only sy il B up o you.

I pray always For vou and for vour highest spiripual good, My love and

offrers i3 by onr cierclersiaenaing bevrls, onr irendship never diange.
ETRglEss, ST CORnERasston, oot ower oo, ..
W are all divdme chilifren sbanng this
baeh to Gol with thowsands and thousands
of Grtenfi ¥ disciles throughbomt the world
W e wnited in aievne doee, alivine Brod-
e, c.I'J'.lrfrr:'_.":'fﬂ.':'IT.’?r}'.l_- el CHTE CORTRRRART
poal seeding Gogl fogetber and serving Him
frt ISR SR 0 CAR A8 e roach oul b
o preafer family of all Boiug bedeps®
=N Dkt Maia
iy Finding the Joy Within Yow

in Gure's love and servioe,

Craya Mara

SRE lesders have corresponded with M. Walters and have also mer with
him personally on a number of occsions since his resignanion, in an ef-
fon to seck harmony. Such comespondence has occwrred even recently,
despite Ananda’s disparaging public letters. For example, Daya Mataji
wrode i him in 1994: "In all these vears, there bas pever been o similar
attempt by SRFS leaders o publish or circulare any demgatony informa-
tion abour you or Ananda. We harbor o il will toward vou or anvone
ar Ananda. W seek peace, and justice for Master's work, yet want o live

* Ananda’s -'-ir-ratr.'m’l'r:“r AU, 19945 CHHED lemmer chams that My Walters was diEsmissed unfairty, znd that this decision was basisd on an “eomos-
thonal analysis of us matnves for acricn” Such a clain forces us 1o clanfy, however, that @ was neg 3 sehpsame analyvsis of lis molives
that led o his dismissal, bt specific acmions of his—his basic pattern of behavior—and that the siteseon was descussed sk hon on nmny
orcasions in the monhs befose his depamuse. One such converalion, For indance, is documenred 0 a bemer S Dava Mt werste Erom
Imelea o the Bosand membsers in Anverica on Aupust 25, 1961

“We ralked with K [sicl, pointing oot vo him all the complaing of the Board againes his behavior..and we oven made i clear thar we
were (wepared, iF necessany, 10 ake steps o pemove lim from the Board ”

* In a lesrer wonaren during the me My Walters was in cliange of coonlinating the activities of our cenbers and mediaton groups, e him-
soif expliined very dearly the panciples by which SRF abihes—principles he now apparently rejects:

" AS AN WEANIZATon. W are foroed 1 take certain stands that wostled ot be necessary for us of we del sor bove the welfane of other
memibers (o consider. When, for insiance, an SRE wecher misuses his position ns 2 represgniame of the Fellooship 1o underaine the faik
o other devopess, how can we continee oo recopnize him as 2 feacher? I may be snid that the teacher = aot wderminmg peoples faih
im the Gurus—only in their organization. Bul can we fredy love Masier and not love his work? Can wee be muly loyal o Master and oot be
bovall to his worl? Can we bonestly presume that thase whom e spent vears taining and testing do not know what be wanted, or that
thiey s ol rave the biest Btenss of his work sincerely a8 hean?,,

“Fewr ws, ths s nol a personad msoe Let people crigices us, if they like b them even condemn us, They have ous pood will -
b= ol et anstucke fowand us, But when they stan o spreacd |¢1h:|.rn|4_:-g|.:,- amog the members, il ceases o e el o persnnal maten
T weliane of edhiers and of Master's precioes work becomes mvolved.”
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in harmony with devolees such as yourself. We would hope we can re-
spech one another's right 1o disagree, but also endeavor 1o meetr on some
cormnmon ground, May thal be our goal”

Preserving a Society’s Unique Identily

There are many teachers and paths available 1o spiritual seekers ioday—
iy avenees [rom which w choose m one's journey ioward God-real-
ization. Even among those societies that draw inspiration mainly from our
Gun's teachings, there i a wide mnge of interpretations and applications
of his principles and methods. Self-Realization Fellowship, however, as the
organiztion founded by Parmmahansaji himsclf, has a unique identity
amd mission

Years exrhier, lus gune, Swami 56 Yokteswar, had impressed on him the
imponance of tlus weork:

“Conld you or anyone else aeliiere God-commuion through yoga Ifa
fiwe of pewerons-bogred masters bad wod boen willing fo convey thelr
inroetedpe fo iy ?™ He added, “God & the Honey, orpanizations are the
Bives: both are vecessary. Any form is wseless. of conrse. withonl Hre spivit,
Bt wrby shopldd you ser starr sy bives full of the shivitnal neclar?®”

iz convisel moved mre deeply. Althongh T mede wo ontiard reply, an
aclrman! rezoltilion arcse fn ey et | opld share itk my fellows,
a0 far as fay (0 my powver, B ashackding trths 1 bad learned ab my
guru’s fecet. “Lord " T prayed, “may Thy love shine forever on the sanctu-
ary of my devorion. and way § e allde to awaben Thy love inoall beargs.”

— FParamabansa Yogaranda. tn Autobiography of 3 Yogi

It was 10 his own organization, and o none other, thar Paranahansaiji
personally entrusted the responsibility of preserving and spreading his
tetchings according (o his express wishes. One of the distnctive featurnes
of Self-Realization Fellowship is thar from its founding in 1920 until
Pararmahansaiis mebasamadbi in 1952, all of SHFS activilies and orpani-
#ational matters were personally direcred by our Guru himself. There-
after, the leadership of his work passed o Raprsi Janakananda, a dose dis-
ciple of Paramahansaji's chosen by him 1o serve as president of SRE Sri
Thava Mata, the cumrent president, polned the SRF Monastic Order in 1931
andd underwent more than 20 years of spirincl training under our Guno's
loving guidance before becoming presiden after Bajarsi's passing in 1955,
She is assisted by a Board of Directors composed of several ather direct
disciples of Paramahansaji, who were similarly trained by him.

Another essential characteristic of SKF is thar, in conformance with its
founders wishes, its work is guided by the monastic order established by
Parmmahansaji along the lines of the anciemt monastic tradition of Trdia,
The monks and nuns of SRF (among whom there are sl many who
were with the Gum during his lifetime) take formal vows of renunclation
and are responsible for serving SRF members and friends worddwide and
for guiding the acivities of the socieny.

DNSTINGUISHING BETWEEN PARAMAHANSA YOGANANDA'S SEF
AND [, DONALD WALTERS™ ANANDA

Narurally there are differences between SRF and Ananda, as both soci-
cties have developed along scparate lines. Bur while their purposes,
practices, and activilics may be dissimilar—SRF implementing Parama-
hansaiji's wishes for his work and Ananda following J. Donald Walters®
ideas for the development of his own organiztion—we feel this fact in
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“Medirate and drow otbers to this
Dbath of Sell-Realization. Thal is the
Bipiest service Yo can perform.
These cre my bapplest days. [ am
bapny for two reasons: | bave Deew
able o please God, and I bace been
able o filfill the pledge thar | gave 1o
wy g, Sreennd Sel Youlfesiar o
bareiled this work of Yopoda Satsanpa’
Self-Realizarion to spregd the mes-
sage of Kriya Yopa, ™
—Pargmabansa Yogenanda
i The Divine Romance



Mredualing Mata, vice-freesident of Selj~
Byealizalion Fellinrsbify; dizeifile {.lf
Pargmabansa Yogananda since 1945

{ Anevelrrg tn SEF mrembers in 1003

When Gurudera rook fncarndalion ome
e PEATE AR, Mo wverda file Brew
wiral @ divime one bad come—bringing o
TES SR r_y" nmmipersl fore ared Nphi, a mes-
sage et ool foncly ihe farbes corners
exfl e piondae,

Enpersoet saicl, “An fnstitulion i e fergeh.
erreed sberglonr of ome man.” Self-Realization
Fedloeesbnp is indeed the extension of our
Dlpswed Grern's Tfe. Those of ws armoend Bim
s B preoforeedly be gaoe of bis life, bis
Juwe Bris Fowwe, Bis enatbeesiaon, o Budld ohis in-
.'.'r.rh.'rr.rj'r.-:l:jiur_ﬂ'llrr benefit and mrine, He cre-
cifend oo aroicinetale Fempale i wilich a “croeed of
Sty eteedd gaerttier foofrecks oo of Cindl s S,
TRsOeRL PR oy,

I was thinking bofore [ came tonight,
“Yes fhe orpanizabion 5 an extension of Ao
e bt 1y Beard widhin thar frstitiaeon fhar
will clpend)s beet the Wesed Gur alive in
firrs e 3% ool sralieidiol meenther. T 6
your efforts i sadbarma, yonr sincerily i
ke Gy & 85 e bears of fonrging for God
v Sl acéaems v modliiande, Hhe ju:a:r.rmr.".up-
feftrmyennr vou food wben vou read and shady
Cerprpeclened s ooty O 05 fhe brnaress and the
Forw e BBy Gy youd shane giilh ante another,
iwith yeuir foimeilice, with all who cross your
Lrtb—pbhal, mry doar ones of esiod Wasier,
1= BEs Perlrfbent frr bh orperizanton. That &
Dnes Fite, Tha & B spinle, Aned s Torg as thar
(B B eTaeTr one ural,ﬁeur'. ihere ol e

Self-Realizeion Felloesivn.

itself should not be a cause of discord berween the o societies. SRE S
only concem has been that the ™wo organizations be dearly disunguish-
able from one another in the public eye

Through the vears since the founding of Ananda in 1964, some of that
society's editorial, advertising. and other promotional practices have
rended o increasingly blur the distinctions between SEF and Ananda
When in 1990 Ananda's officials decided to change its nume 1o “Church
of Self-Realization™ a name very similar 1o thatl of Seli-Realization Fel-
lowship Church—the lines of distinction were blumed even further, (Any-
one desiring more information about this may request o copy of the 8-page
letter we prepared kst year 1o address those issues.)

Regardless of the differences hemwveen SRF and Ananda, we respect all
Argnda devoress who are sincerely stiving (o live by the teachings of our
Gruene, O eesponsitabiny &2 simply 1o uphold the distinetive place that Parama-
harnsagl gave w his own sociery, =0 et mith-seekers will always be able w
!-iII'I?_[E' ol what he IJL:E!&[ frorm 1hee muny vammions availabic from others.

Ananda’s Accusations Against SRF

Amanda’s recemt open letter claims to present the facs about a miscel-
lany ol events that ocourred over the past 30 yvears, collectively offered in
support of Mr. Waliers' allegations abowtr Self-Realization Fellowship amd
its beadens.

The accusanons @re related maindy o the following matlers:

= 5RF's organizanonal pracices;

= 5RF's ediorial policies as the publisher of Pamamahansafi's works;

= 5RF's administrative dedisions involving providing marerial assstnce

v cenain individuwals:

» the dismissal of Mr. Walters from SRF over 30 years ago;

* 5RF's dedsion to seck legal proteaion for its name and its publica-

tions through the curen lwsuil between SEF and Ananda;

* 1 lawsuil filed by a former Ananda member against Ananda.

Before addressing any of Ananda’s specific charpes apainst 5RF it is
wornh noting the way in which guotations are used in Ananda’s letter. We
have found that frequenmly the words Mr. Walters anributes o SRF leaders
in no way reflect the thoughts acieally conveved by them. Rather, all 1o
often thoughts are rephrased or elaborated upon—or are presenicd com-
pletely ow of comnext, drastically changing their intent and meaning. Read-
ers who have had some contact with Daya Mara and the other disciples
cucked will recognize how extremely uncharacteristic are the thoughts and
feelings ascribed o them in these letters—and will natually question the
validity of allegations that are based on such quotations.

SRI DAYA MATA AND THE LEADERSHIP OF SRF

Regarding Ananda's persomal attacks on our president, S Daya Marta,
and her actions as leader of Paramahansa Yooananda's work, s would
only say that these allepations are in direct opposition 1o the testimony of
those who know her. Throughout the more than 40 years in which Dava
Mataji has served as sangbamata of Pamnmahansaji’s worldwide sociery,
eountless souls have found in this grear disciple the fulfillment of the Gune's
counsel o her, “Inspire all with your spiritial motherdiness....” and have
experienced in their own lives the imnsforming effects of her divine love,
wisdom, and compassionate undersianding. India's former Ambassador 1o
the United Stares, Dr. Binay B Sen, wrote in 1990: “Those who, like my-
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self, were privileged to have met Paramahansaji find reflected in Daya
Mataji that same spirit of divine love and compassion that so impressed
met on my first visit to the Sclf-Realization Center slmost formy years ago.”
In considering the characeerization of Dava Mara i Ananca’s recent
lemer, it is also worth noting thar o cepeesents 1 startling contradiction of
the one given by Donald Walkers in his own awobiogmiphy “The Path”
{published in EOTT)
O fhe yarenes, Daver Medet woas Jhe one [ got the opportiity fo ko fost
arreid dsey e one from whom [ drew the moss inspisatioo. § foursd ber ai-
wet)s fair-minded, gracions fo all. bumble, childlibe in ber spoviianeiny
What frspireed me moost abow! ber was ber utter devotfon to Cod ard
Crovrns, S bad mo desire T over olseroed except to do Master’s will ™

— . Doneld Wealters, in The Parly

Those of ws who have been blessed to serve under the lesdership of
s Dava Mata know that. in any decision guiding the direcion or activis
ties of Parumahansaji's work, Daya Mataji's first and only concern is al-
ways: “What would our Guru want done?™ Mever has she allowed any
oither principle or pursuit o preéempl this one.*

Mr. Walters and Ananda daim that SRF *has los s way,” However, the
many direct disciples who today carry on the work of Self-Realization
Fellowship had the unique blessing of heing personally mined by the
Gurm himself (some for a5 many as 20 years) and know his puidelines
and wishes for his work through firsthand experience. Mr. Walters was
nol present on the numerows occasions when Parumahansaiji conveved
his guidance for the future, and was not among the close disciples to
whom the Gum encrusted the disection of his work.

It is under the supervision of these direct disciples that the SRF monzs-
tics contnue o fulfill Parmmabansa Yogananda's mission through the vari-
oS services ancd activities he initiated many vears ago: publishing and dis-
rthuting Piueamabansaji's teachings: oversecing temples, meditation centers,
retredits, and youth programs; providing spintusl counsel and gusdance—
by lener. elephone, and in person—io siudents of the Self-Realization
teschings: conducting lecture and class series in citles all over the wordd:
and coordinating the Wiorldwide Praver Circle, a nerwork of individuals and
groups dedicared o praying for those in need of physical, mental, or spir-
gl aad and for global peace and harmonye

ANANDA'S ALLEGATIONS ABOUT THE LAWSDUIT FILED BY SRF

Sinee the begivming of the SRF/Ananda lawsuit, Ananda has main-
taimed that the issues mised in it *have a purcly religious significance”
and has acoused SRF of using the litigation as an “excuse” o bankmept
Arcmcla as a “rival religious organization.™ This accusason led 1o Mr Wal-
ters being gquestioned about it under cath during his deposition in Janu-
ary 1L

Lawyer: “Apar from 5 aitenipt 1o enforce its cofpriphts, is there any-

Ihing elze that you think thar 3RF bas done 1o gitewplt fo destroy

Anandar”

Mr. Walters: T worddn T say e0.” TR

Letter from Paramahansa Yop asandu
fo S Daye SMalg on ber Birtibdoay,
Jameeary 31, 1546
“Wharry years Crowd bas fracelfed s togerber
working for Him. Your binh bas been tm-
Jpovencaeet o Fe faneily of SEF ced the faomily
etrnal poorprids ol frgagp yine M Your sin-
cere joyous (rfelligent servdice fo S8 amd fo
od hots boew extremely pleasing fo nie.
My pon be e i Foe Cosmrdc Mother geed
instire all with ponr spaririael motierliones
ontly—only to Bring others do G iy the ex-
anple of powr Ie. Hapine Siribeday o sod,

ﬂkﬂ\'r'r:l;g;: efererad, 7

* In the Sepr. 30 pewslenen Ananda ookes much of the guidcline ascribyed o 55Fs leadershipe “In any sitation el arises, woe most be
puaded by ome consideration anly: "What is best for the work? ™ Ananda st *Self-Realimtion Fellowship has unfomunazely inenpreed the
phrase What i best for the work” o mean that which will help Sell-Realization Fellowship 10 survive 1 any oo™ Inacualioe, 10 monks
and nuns of Self-Realimtion Fellowship the phmse “Wharever is bost for the work™ expreses the humbde prayer of anyv me desciple w fol-
low the Gura's wishes, amd nol the desies or dictates of one's on cpe. The effon to discem “whar i bes for God's work” i in e a Do
sic principle om the spiriual path, synoaymous with secking Goad's will in everything, which i the very essence of all spiritual endever
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U Mata, SRFYSS Boward memeler;
diisciple of Paranndiadnsea Yogamanda
sfmce 1947

Thwe anckine Kiaing abwaal Gioievefi soeds tbai ywon
trere amare of (e divine presence of God
Fie roflecred thai presence of Grod, e yon
__i"ﬂ!': (riad's felre i there, It was Neing Ir
Lok e T feest soporiring 1ar people elled
ot vonr actvally fefr o

fip oene of By fallsy af the Terpiale B s
I ts my ey arnd peivilere o be here winh
vui in iy parden of sowuls e o siealk o
ot o Ced. When your enner ihase prodands,
sl mo e, e o el see modhing erep-
IIIEY, il e u 'J'I:'_."':"r'.l' e sacred vifir-
frens fat aee m'J.".q_r-: et I hare niover
talloed of anpvrhing neganive bere, Thar is
iy dhe pilrndions aee s jrure KR TR ]y s
o olserre Hels also—io be only posinee aiad
I.‘J.'.'J'-F-mr::.-'."n'u' _,i'-'n.r T P 4] .'."mpn'-r'r -':-__." L
pirnd Croed lobes o et and o shay.”

And erern today, when peopie go ho the
rarities SR enifdes, oF i CrUrnfEy i
names, thart sawee fresenice 15 there, ana Loe soe
thaatt dodere By g M fo meed gty ik faray
o f sl for gridlance, they o recetoe I8 i
e Nriey faesenroe 5 S0 Braeh e fuard |:|__." b
rerles 08 very rangifle. T as theagl pom
caw regch out and toach i—it's there for
arRvene to lake

Arrad ,n':rr.l:l?: fhel =it ﬂfI!HJJ'rI!_ .|'I,I".r"|".|' s
Crrnefi el afereys bo alive,

Lawryer: “Aperrr frone your opdreion formlatod on yonr owen thart e i
SR IS G000 dlTeRINE 10 F.ti.ul'l-.qn.".:mu CAmetnelaal, elee prand Betee anye gigfoe-
practdtoen col cld do saeniiert Bl sion s

Mr. Walterse “F by my opinion. No fnfornwlion.”

Ananda’s characerization of the matters ar =soe in the linigation needs
clarfication. Heparding Ananda's wse of the wrm “Self-realisition.” we
want [0 explain that owr concern extends only © its use in the Ananda
name and any other manner thar seould likely comfuse members of the,
public abour the sotrce of goods or services. [ has nothing 10 do with
the use of the erm in a purely religious conext, Nor do we wish o deny
anyone the wse of Paramahansaji's name or photogmaph in religions ser-
vices, Cur legal action has rather o do with trademark and copyright
protection—nat the religious practices of others,

Ananda’s alkegation that SRF "has long had a history of trving o Fght
its battles., through lawsuits” 5 groundless in the face of the Fac thar in
the more than 20 vears since Paramahansaji’s passing, SEF has Tiled only
one lawseit—the current one with Ananda, (A lawsuil was filec i Todia
by Y35 having to do with the ownership of an ashram propeny, )

FPROTECTING THE SPIRITUAL I ECGACY OF A MASTER

The words of every great master who, like Paranahansaji, has broughr
a liberating message o the world, are nor intended o reach only those
who were with him during his lifetime, but also the countless spiritual
seckers who will be drawn o his teachings for generatons o come, To
presenve his legacy for the ages in all 15 orginal power and’ purity—io
insure that it will not be diluted, fragmented, or distomed with the pas
sage of nme—is the grear responsibility of those disciples who are en-
vaaed by him weith this sacred mission

For the sake of all who would be drawn to Pammmahansafi's teachings
in the fulure, cur Guru ook steps to safeguard the integrity of bis works
and to prevent the original meaning of what he spoke or wrote from be
ing altered Or even lost, He wanmed o make certain thas his weorks seould
reach the pubdic only afier they had been propedy edied and prepared
for pubdication according to his guidance. Tt was for this purpose thatr he
trained rwo of his dose disciples (Tara Mata and Mrinaling Mata) o serve
as his editors (please sec page 100 —and made what provisions be could
to insure that the fght to publish his works would remain with his own
socicty, Self-Realization Fellowship.

In the course of e currens Linigation, Amanda’s lawyvers have mesoed o
every legal rechnicaliny available, inoan effon 1w disprove and distont Parama-
hansagi’s express mlent repardmg the ownership of his works by SHE Re-
pandless of whether or pot Ananda succeeds in pesuading the coun, the
truth remains that every dose disciple of Paramahansaji who was privy to
his wishies about the development of his work knew that it was the Gun's
express miention that the rights 10 all his works belong o the socety he
fownde), Paramahansaji made this cear in countless ways hroughowt his
life, inncluding his numerous oral as well as written stalements to this effec.

In its open better, Ananda daims that one of the goals of SRF's Tawstir
is “to debar Ananda from quoting any of the writings or savings of Parma-
hinsa Yogananda._. without the express permssion of SRE” Our aim, hows
ever, has never been to prevent Ananda from merely guoting from SREF
licerature in their lecures o public presentaions—or even, on a more lim-
ited basis, iy their pebhications (within the reasonable parmmeters permie-
ml.i IJ:r [:I.'-.'-":l.

]



We resomed to the legal system onby 10 prevent the reediting and re-
publishing of suhsantial porions of SRFs publications—as any author and
publizher would do inoa simelar swegon,

As we have discussed in our earier lener on this subjec, the hean of
this legal maner i solely o safeguand Paramahansaii's legacy for the
:Igl.".'-i.

LAWSLTT AGAINST ANANDA BY A FORMER ANANDA MEMBER

Ananda’s lemer refers in general erms o ancther recent lawsuit, al-
leredly being lunded and promoted by SRF in order o harm Ananda,
The tnoth is than SREF has had nothing to do with this matter® The suit
was filed against Donald Wallers and one of the other senior Ananda
ministers by a fomer Ananda member. While Ananda’s letter claims that
this lawsuit bas "2 purely religious significance, and [is] therefore non-
jusiciable in 2 court of secular law,” in actuality the charges are of sexual
harassment.

The S Jose Mercury News reported on the case in its November 25,
190 edition:

“According fo the complaint, Waltors bas wsed the church as a ‘mecha-
nism for the seoouad engrloitation of women’ since 1969 ubile clatming o
e coltfnte and a wirect channel to God. '

“The suil slerntifies cipht other women, eftber By nanie or inihials, a5 vic-
tivers o seocuer! harasimcnt in the chorch.”

We wnderstand that this lawswr 35 sl in process,

A Ty OTHERS:

In their most recent letter, Ananda charges SRF with a lack of chariry,
amd with unresponsiveness 1o those in need. In anempiing 1o support this
claim, they disclose very pemsonal circumsiances reganding the ives of a
numbser of people, incuding relatives of Paramahansag, It has been our
way Lo respect the privacy of anvone with whom we have comact, ansd
wee regzret that Ananda has discussed—in a publicly cisiributed lener—mzt-
ters that are so private to these individuals. For those who may have
been concemed by Ananda's alarming description of these maners, we
wish Lo state bricfly the simple facts here:*"

« Ananda claims that SRE has been callously indifferent to the needs
of Meera Ghosh and other relatives of Paramahansa Yopananda. In
fact, for many years Meern Ghosh and her family have been living
rent-free in 2 house owned by Yogoda Satsanga Society. Y55 has
made it possible for them o continue o do so for the remainder of
her life, and has helped her with needed medical assistance.
Francial aid i also given to other members of our Guru's family.

= Ananda’s letter inaccurately states thal when Sananda Lal Ghosh (who
was one of Paramahansaji's younger brothers) became ill, SRFE=lpv-
ing frecly benefimed from his authorship of Mejde—refused o pro-
vide any assitanoe unless Sananda deeded o Y55 the family home
on Catrpar Read in Calouma. The truth is that SRF has for over 40 vears

- The more You are i Hine with me
and refeain from fussing abaut fitle
Hrinps, Mo better yoie sl Be. A
steady stream of divine power will
Sowe to you, for the Greatl Ones sert
m¢ bere, When [ am pone you will
reafize Wis tridh with greater impyact.
Lans bere only o doliver their mes-
sage. Linle by fittle a spiritual change
will come fo the frme followers of this
path, g tbeir influence will sprodd
over the world. Self”Realization s one
of the gredaies! spivifual movewments
ever seril (o belp manking. It has
been Blessed by the Greal Ones—
Mabavatar Babaji, Labiri Mahasaya,
5ri Yubtesiaar—in communion with
Corist and Keishea, The prce of
Ihese maslers i wol pore from the
canth. They are waliing o belp vou
and o halp the world.

—Paramabansa Yogananda
frr Mans Etemal Quest

* SRF kel o Jegal dedlaracion with the court on February 16, 1995, categornically refuting Ananda’s alleganions of our involvement with this
lawsuit. The dotuments permaining 10 this case are a mater of pubdic record at the San Maren Cownty Courthouse in Caliloma.

™ In conformance with SHFs Anicles of Incorporation 2s 2 nonpredit religious onganizacion, any disuibution of fusnds i individuals @ gov-
ered by cenam kol constraints under tax bwes SAF has always done whatever it can under the b 1o offer maresizl suppod o Qe

I speczal need




Brother Bbabldarnernda, whindsier-in-

clurrme of Sef-Realfzation Fellomsbip
Hollyrrood Ashrane Center and Temple;
disciple sfuce 1930

Chre prrn came fo Bne and squd, “F pred o
fape e piresenree of God and §used 1o food
Masiters frgsence, bl §don’d beoe of any
mpoee, aro §aont B sl And T oslad
i, D yoe meditele regdary " and be
st et Do yoid prcctice Kriye? “Yes", Do
v regtd W Bessors every day?” O, e
Dme all Breongd with the Lessons,” And [
ekl Bt dor g Back fo o regding the Eessons
cirzed s i Hhat st bis peobden,

About a monih aver, be walled up ro
e itk a0 g snedle and said, Vo Brow
there b5 someliing abonl reading the Leisons
thaat gires pon e alfureerrend with the Crpir
Noer S beape F agein. Thard vou 5o mech.”

fre reielivny thesr Doessonms, o are D e
rieh Sperif Those words corre fRom Spi.
Those worels and fdeats, do nod come fron G
ferrle Dempan aiend. Maseer was always in
Peernit ity Spieid wolen be erote, wben be
falbed. 5o s we bace to realize: we are
v qith Shintt qit dhal time. When e reed
the [eiiors e e stiteg af the ‘q‘ur_rh__."ﬁt_
Spnratively swalding. He & shealbingd 10 i
thrrrragie ther Lewvors. Thert i the reazon be
sateld Ve Lessons welll be your puri, Becatee
irs r.l'Jr*_:q:rm’.': recrchirry Rght .rJ':Im-—mr:lr_lr.!.l'n'p

regularly sent funds o belp suppon the amily of Sananda Ghosh and
assist them in maintaining the home on Garpar Road, in which our
gur lived as a boy. SRE pald Sananda a sum of 320000 for the pub-
licanon nghts o Meide, the book he awthored containing stories of
Paramahansan's caily life,

O leaming of Sananda’s illness, SRF immediately wroote 10 him of our
desire to help and began looking for ways 1o provide for Tis reat-
ment. We cabled Sananda abowt amengememnts for medical care. Un-
formunately, we received no reply to the cable or 1o several lemers, and
wie learned Ener thar Sanandn passed away several weels after this cos-
respondence, Deading the Gampar Road home o V55 Wias ool a oon
diticn of our providing him help, Sananda bad twice on his own ini-
tiativet expressed his intention o give the home 1o Y85, To this day
the home 5 wih the fumily, and it s our hope that it remains so,

= Another clum &5 that after the publication of the book by Kamak
Flva, formery a houscholder miniser of Self-Realization Fellowship.
SRF stoppex] communicating with her; and that when she became il
in her later years, SRE refused o help. In acualiy, through the vears
we Tave had a warm relationship with Kamala. She continuned o
join us for our annual Chrisimas festivities, for example, unil age
would not permit her to travel. When SRF leamed of KEamala's med-
ical condition, we sent funds each month 1o belp with her needs, dur-
g her lempomry slay at Ananda. SRF suppored her in this way un-
til Ananda advised us thar this support was no longer necessany.

» Ananda accuses SRF of “ruthlessly dismissing” Helen Erba-Tissor
over i disagrezment in policy, without acknowledgment for her
vears of service. In realiy, Mrs, Erba-Tssor's resipnation was her
own dlecision. After first accepting i in a necessarly briel cable, 56
Daya Mana warmly acknowledged her service to SRF in a leger:

T want o express oqer fordest hopes that vou il be bapgy and success-
JSred e eobanerer work yord wnelpriabe. We canmol adequately expres ot
theerekse for all you bave done over the years to shread the SRF nissge in
Evrvgw, eird g Enpendr 1l Godd and rhe Masress wdl ever Bos your for i,”

SEF also expressed itz deep pratioude oo Mrs, Erha-Tissot for Ber low-
ing service in public announcements made in all European centers
where she had been active, Friendly communication with Mrs. Erba-
Tissot continued. Following 2 stay as 2 guest in our ashram wen vears
after her resignation. she wrote, “I have been so happy with vou all,
and T want 1o thank you very, very hemintily for the preat kindness with
which you have received and surrounded me. "

» Ananda claims that SRF refuses spinmal help o prisoners. In fact, how-
wver, SRF cormesponds regulary with a number of prisoners, offering
prayer suppor and spirinel counsaling, We send Lirge numbers of com-
plimeniary SRE books, @pes, cic. 1o prisoners and prison Hhrares,

All those who came to Paramahansaji felt his boving concern for their all-
roaned spartual, mental, and material welfare; among the aims and ideals of
SHF 8 “1o serve mankind as one’s lamper Self” While our primary effom
towarl spiritual service (including the work of our Praver Councily, SRF
through s Voluntary League negulardy contribures o vanouws relied organi-
etions specifically chartered 10 provide chariable aid o mdividuals



SRF ALTAR PICTURES

Al akes issue with SRFs having changed the order specilied Ty our
Gur [or pictures on our allars, The reasons for this change were discussed
in an SRF Center Bulletin in 1970 “The hemonsd Indian mdition of respea o
thes zumy is exproessed, moone way, by the centrld placement of the sund’s im-
age on one’s altar This was obsenved by Paramaohansa Yogzinanda when, in
his devotion and humilisy, he gave the more central position, in the horizon-
13l SIF aftar arrangement, 1o the phoo of s geene, Swane 5o Yekresweani, amcd
asked thar hes own photo, placed on the alear by s disoples, be positioned
at the end of the aleae As Paramahansa Yogaranda & owr gune, and bis guens
i= oty paramngune, 1 i fining that we, the disciples of Parumhansa Yoganamb,
showw o Bim the same respeat be gave o his gune, [Thersfore] the photograph
of Parkmabansa Yoganamdi has Deen more cemtntlle placec”

Ananda's leter also cliims thar the picture of Bhagavan Krishna was
added 1o SEF alars in disregard of Parmmahansap’s guidance, However,
Anancla’s presentation of these facs is not accurane. From Pacmabansaji's
very carliest vears in Boston, he included Bhagavan Krishna in the nvo-
canon 1o our line of Gurus. An example is the initiauon pledpe that the
Master asked all las students o sigon. The pledpe used during the Boston
vieaes (1920-230 egins:

T the presence of Godd, Jeses Christ, Lord Krishng, your boly preceplors

Hettwafi, Lebird Mahersave, Smyildesoar GInil avd yor miy spirttieal grilde.

I prrcarsrive el ke ot sodewnme ogih 7

When ouwr Gurg bult his Golden Lotus Temple in Encinilas in 1939, he
placed on the ahar likenesses of Krishoa, Jesus Chrisgt, and his own Gu-
s, Thar expressed his intention in this regard, for one of the aims of
SRE is, “To reveal the complete harmony and basic onencss of oripinal
Christiamity as taught by Jesus Christ and ongeinal Yopa as taupht by Bha-
gavan Krshna: and w show that these principles of truth are the common
scientific foundation of all true religions.”

Paramabansaji knew that to most Westerners at that time, Lord Krishoa
was ol understood as a God-illumined avatar, Paramahansaji’s mission
was 1o wesich the umiversil essence of religion. He therefore conconimned
om the feachings of Krishna, to educate the West in the highest principles
of religgion that he taoght. Tt is true that for a period of tme during Pasama-
han=aji's life the image of Krishna was not included on SKF altars, How-
ever, it was the Guru's express wish that the Board seinstate Keishna's
picture when the time was ripht.

In the 19505, not knowing the private gundance given o the Board hy
Paramahansaji on this maner, cenain SEF representatives erroneously as-
sumexl that the aliar arrangement withour Krshna was 1o be a permanent
podicy, and consequently communicated this on occasion W0 our centers
and groups, This misunderstanding was later comecied.

When in later years there was a deeper appreciation of the andent teach-
ings of India towing in no smoll pan 10 the influence of our Gunu's teachings
i Western countries), our Board of Directors determined the tme was right
for us o do what Paramshansaji ogginally did when be buill bis firg wemple,
and what he intended w resume doing: w place e likeness of 560 Krishna
on all our alars, along with that of Chris and the other Gurnas of this path.

TRANSLITERATION OF THE TITEE “PARAMAHANSA"

In an effor to show a lack of fonhrightness on SRFSs part, Ananda has
stated that the spelling of the word Paramabansa in our Guru's signature

)

“Those wiho boave cone to Seif-
Fealtzmtion Felfowsiyp frily secling
frmerred sprivitugt belp shall receie
bt they seel from God, Whether
they come while I am i the body, ar
afterspard, the power of God Hhronugh
e finl of the SEF Gurns shall fTow
Trria the doboless fiest the same, avkd
shall be the canse of their salvation....
Urpdicit iy the SEF fechrigues drdd
feachings are the belp and blessings
af the SEF line of puns. Devoless
who conduct their Hoes according to
ERF principles will by Blossed with ihe
bidclen ad open direction of the
SRF fine of prrus. The sverliving
fabxdji bas promised fo goarel and
guigle the progress of all sincere SRF
devodees. Labiri Mabasaya and Sri
Yekrosaenafi, woba B left their phys-
ical forms, and T myself, even after T
bave left the boch—all will ever pro-
tect and divect the sinceve members
r.l-_.f- SRF-YRY. T

— Paramahansg Yopananda



Teara Mata [ IM- 19T )

Lol Realf=ation Fellowwstip
Vice-Prosicen? and FEditor-in -C.I.rh:r
Describing ber work wirh Pargamaba
Vigennacerzaled oo bhis nmitings, Tans Mata weoke
He folloening o i adelicfridaice i FO3 7 far
Hhe fiares .f-"'f.m'n:lm'h:'u:l.'.'.qpl: INTE COeRIasig

CORIRISTRATRIE o8 e sorimiure

I gy 1t endirely from inspieaiion. in
.."Eli.'n". Ir i odily thrroupl bime thal I Enow
et inagiredl boods” really seams. He wsll
oo 0 d pasane which i s ofscure Nt
3 ddpfies ali paoosiBiliny of plale fnerpreialion
Tie sl deoks Blarrbely af e or one of s other
secretares for o wdile, close bis ews el
Jrresennily el wall coome the whale p.l'ﬁ fiF
meeaning. I el yowi 38 as Been an ediders
friend aTried ot ferivalege fo belpy with W won-
derfend ook, My end i pure graneeadr, g
reingerenrl, ofe. Yo ;{r' Efge It renaiicg
5 anpome s bt St i "

wils deceptively alered. Howecer, SRF has included an open and thoroush
discussion of this maner in the Publisher’s Note of ll"'ﬂli:-ir,.-.-_-'n Frovmr Eler-
nity (Fiest Versson/ 1981 printing ).

The correct spelling of his Sanskrit title in English is Paraaab s,
nul Parapbansa. Although the common pracice for Beagals is 1o cdrop
silent or nearsilent a5 in such spellings. the omission of the @ in Parina-
harsa is misleading, giving an entirely different meaning from the title ac-
tually bestowed vpon our Guru. To retain the Paramhbansa spelling would
be 1o permit sentiment 1o rule mther than a e reverence and regard for
our Guru and his nghtful place among the grear ones. A commection was
therefore made in the spelling of his e, so thar there would be no
cloub abowl B intended meaning.

THE EINTING OF PARAMAHANSA YOLANANDAY WORRKS

Tara Mata (Laurie Prand was among those disciples who were drawn 10
Parama hansaji from his very first years in this country, and she was a pal-
lar of strength in helping him 1o carmy out his mission.* We are saddened
by Mr. Walters' repeated atlempts through the years 1o mrmish the mem-
ory of this disciple whom Paramahansa Yogananda held in such esteem
that he entrusted 1o her the responsibility of compiling and edning his wlks
and writings for publication. The Gum often expressed publicly his
recognition and appreciation of Tara Ma's amenement with the spirit of
his message and her unigque ability to edit his works. “Nobody but Laurie
could do the editing 0 my highest satisfaction,” wrote Parmmahansaii to
Rajarsi Jamakamanda about Tam Mata's work on his Awsobiopraphy. *The
Lord will bless her with redemption [or the immorial service she has
given.*

Tara Mzta’s editing of the Gunr's wriling is now being mpugned by Mr
Wilters, and he has ar the same time claimed that it was Paramalangaii's
wish that he serve as an editor of the Guru's writings. None of the ¢lose
disciples who were in daily contact with Paramahansaji and who served as
his assistants for years, recording his directions for every aspect of the work
of his society, recall the Gum ever expressing the intention that Mr. Wal-
ters should edit his works, By contrast, several disciples vividly remember
the Guru's kavish prase of Tara Mara's editing, and his express wish 10 have
Mrinalini Mara sucoeed her as editor of his teachings.™

In his autobiography, Mr. Walters himself refers to Tara Mara as “the
older disciple 1o whom Master had given the real responsibiliny for edi-
ing.” and describes the miscellaneous tasks, such 3s cuming and pasting
copwy, proofreading, erc,, that Pammahansaji had assigned 1o him lor 2 brief
pericdd. He also recalls the Guru's stern admoninon o him, “Edit, but
clexn't change a wopd”

* Faramalansag said of her: “Laumie is like a child: sithour pule, mnooent, trusting, boving. Bur once she beging 1o see deviousness in
anyone wowand Sell-Realizion Fellowship, watch out! she is like a lion, roering.” An account of Tara Mata's life 2 one of Paramahansai's
principal disciples cn be found i the Summer 1971 [ssue of Self-Raalization magarine. In addition, a remarkable deseription of the ex-
alted srare of expamded spritual conscowsnes she enjoved] is reconded in the bookler, “Formunner of 3 New Rice.”

= Mrinalind Maa, now vice peesicent of SHE, i also edicnsin-chicl of Scl-Reiliztion Fellow=hip publicaton:.

I'o Rafarsi Janakaronds in March 1950, Pammehansag wrooe of Mrinaling Maiz (o was il 2 seRnaEer it e time) wod of the edio-
ral work he had assigned to her: “[Shel wos destined for this work. God showed this @0 me when [ firs saw ber spisic. Many wiondered
an e for purtng hier in the joby Bul now they don spcing her weomderiul work, 2s | sanied

OF Mrinaleni Mata’s responsibility 2= edivon, Sn Daya Mata has written: “Guradeva made chear 1o all of us the ol for which he was
pereparing her, giving her personal insnuction noev ety aspect of his teachings and In hls wishes for twe prepamton and presentagicsy of
hes wvritames arsd alks

e day oward the end of his life on canh, e confided: T am very wormied about Lavrie. Her health will not permic her o fusish
the wenk an oy whigings.

“Ravirwing e Gume's grear relmnee on Tar Mata, Mriraling Mata expressed concernc "Bur Master, who then can do thar works

“The Grime replied with quiet finalmy: You will de ie™

I



After Paramalmnsaj's passang tn 1952 Ay, Walters wioie: “In the dme Mas-
ter weas here, since 1 irst armivexd | spent more than Ball of o tme on me-
srevitarily profitless work, While (here were imponant projects pending—he
[udlding ol Incdia House, for one—he would put me off in a cormer studving
the Praecepia [SRF Lessons), or working on the Gila, or rewriting the Highest
Achievemenis [Free pamphlet, when be bad no intention of using myv labors—
showed nor even the slighiest intenest when 1 oold him 1 was theough,”

Under the supervision of Tara Mara and Mranalin Mata, a wide variet of
new books by or abour Paramahanss Yogananda and his teachings has been
brought out by SRFP—and this work goes on continuously. 1994, for cxam-
ple, saw the publication of Parspahansaji’s acclaimed Wine of the Mystic;
and in 1995 his massive wanskation and conunentary on the Bhagavagl Gica
was coampletod

Ananda also claims e 2 letter by the Guru praising Tam Man's ef-
forts in helping him revise Wibistwers fromd Ereriiity was forped by her. This
is untrue. The “lewer™ in guestion was actually an Auhor's Note wrimen
in 1951 by Paranehansa,

Sl has given mne groad satisfoction o revise Wikisiers from Ereeniiy

Wilvens flast peeblishod the bool: comtained rnedited writings avd o ;g.-“;-.;.
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“Fver ety yeers I bare wished fo edif these fneocations bt was pre-

cotited i the prossune of otber duties. During the fast three ywears T bave

fetderr i rroer aned then fo revise (e boalr,

Feed frewvteresedy gpredfofied iooa Self-Realization Felloushit steeclent wbo goave

mirg freredleeerbler cicd for the work of editing. revdsion, drd rgqua:agw;.s-;rr

Paramethanze Yogananda

November 70 1951
Teventy-Nine Palms, Callftrmta

Those who knew and worked with Tara Mata remember ber as uttedy
disinterested in receiving public praise or recognition. In fact, she tred
very hand o dissuade Paramahansaji fmom even mentioning her name in
his acknowledgments ar the front of Aufobiograpby of @ Yogi: bur he in-
sisted] that her invaluable assistiance should not go unrecognized.

CHANGES TO AUTOBRIOGRAPHY OF A YOG

Another charge of Ananda's is thar SRF has significantly revised the
Lext of our puru’s Aurobiograpby of @ Yogi, and moade cenain additions—
purportedly after Paramahansaji's mabasamadhi and without his express
[ICTTIiSSION.

Again, the accusations are not suppored by the actual facs, Teo
guestions must be addressed regarding these allegations: whether the ne-
visions of additions were made at Paramahanssji's behest; and if not,
whether they were really “significant™ or merely involved what a pub-
lisher would normally do in the way of edilorial adjusimenis {e.g., the ad-
dition of footnotes, photos, capions, front and back matter, erc.) in sub-
sequent editions of a book that has remained continually in print for
many decades.

e

Mireletf Maata, svimislor serving af Lhe
Mother Certer; disciple since 19496
Yot camn Aever doscribe e Trorm s Jrrmence
— b omeeiscienes of §oall i Boepoad our

T i L'-'.'r.li"ll':l?r.'.l:.lr'?.'.-i farr, . Hnf af the same
tirme, be s Bunan beyond comfaire. He
rendersiond eperyilbing thear bunrarr beines
fadve o po throgwph. And a5 @ resull yon
werer were fearfl of danyrthing be mighr
Lmend, Breanse yon gnenr be ke covey
vy aveeay. Fe bad such incredible un-
whersterdinn—aunian endersiaraing. Bl
supfaerenrdong ol thar, afare and Beyond ad
frr Aohieerr, pnas He FHoine Proserroe—heal
incredible prosence of the Divine in bim
el peplifTedd s 20 mch Mt wothing else
foe tivix weerled really malicred thar msch—
PR .

* W wrould Hke o clanify thar o 1994, Donakd Whlbers bronsehi oom o ook called The Eradrivert eff Ounar Klyvan Explaiined. Lireiry foernal
reviewed this book in their September 1994 fmue, saving m part “Sakiors hes eloguently rendered 3 Bubaivan commentiny t'q:l_'l-rl:l.'ng hi=
sune's mctaplyvsieal spoooact. Thas is o complete revonicing s mestrucmingg of Yogrnands’s masch becfor serialized sersion Eliar uriginadly ap-
pezared in e 1957 =04 Bsues of Femer Culvere mapgazne. Due 10 Walters” constant pamphasing, even in die phosdiasies, the s may pirl_-{-::
Yoganands's final edition, Weme of the Mystic (lsbvrny fomal, Juby 19940, publshed by Self-Realizanon Followship. The later's historical neos
wbpon Rulsiiyial tminsbions are superior., Wilers” rendaion sy be acceptabbe to those not familisr with Yogananda's own edizion.”
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Tl me trudy, Paramabansafs, bes i
D woorth 07" This laconic gquestion
was out o me one ereniing by D
Hovd Kennell, a leader of the femple
i San Dicpo, I nnderstood Bim 1o
meent: “Have you Been bappy in
America® Whar abowd the falsehooeds
circitlated By mospndded peopde who
drg ghnxions to prevent the spread of
yopa? Whar alviut the disillysion-
mierits, the bearfaches, the center
feviders who could not lead, the stu-
dents who conld not be taught?>
“Blessed &5 the man whom the Lorg
doth 1est™" T answered. “He bas re-
membered, now and then, to pur a
brrglen o me. " I thought, thew, of
all the faithful ones, of the love and
devotion and understanding thar il-
fumines the bearr of America. With
sfow empbasis [ went on; “Bul my
answer 5 yes, d hotsand lmes yes!
It bas been worthwhile, more than

erer I dreamed,
—Autobiography of a Yogi

Foresesing the vimal role that Awobiograpby of a Yogi would play as
his messenger o fuure generations of spiritl seckers, Paramahansag
spoke of it as a book that was destined to change the lives of millions, I
WIS I TESPROTESE [0 meuests from readers thart the gumu himsell endevored
o clarify and rephrase, in editions after the first, comam passages that be
felt had not been fully understood.

Three editions of Paramabansafi's suobsography appeancd during his lifie-
time. In the thind edition, published i 1951, he made significans changes—
revEsing (e text thomoughly, deleting material, amplifing vanows poims, mod
adding a new final chaprer, “The Years 1940-19517 {one of the longest in
ther book). Some furher revisions made by him after the third edition could
ral ber incorporated unil the publication of the seventh edition. which was
released in 1956, As explined in a Publishers Note to that edition. these
changes had not been made earier because for some years the typesetting
and printing of the book had been done by a New York publishing house,
which did not wish 10 go 10 the expenss of re-typeseting the peninem
pages. After SRF was able 1o take over all aspects of publication, it was
then possible to incorporate (the remainder of Paramabansaji's revisions,

All of the changes, deletions, and additions between 1946 and 1956
were made at Paramabhansaji's request. Other minor editorial revisions
were made some time Fater, according o guidance given by him before
his passing 1o his longrime editor, Tam Mata, who had worked closely with
him for over 25 vears,

Because he was aware that this work would become a living soripiune,
he msoruced his editers 10 add—in the way of footnotes, pictures, captions,
etc—whatever might be necessary in order 1o keep the book up o date.

Ananda has alluded 10 over 100 new “mensions™ of SRF since the firsg
edition, Comparing the curment (twelfth) edition released in 19581 1o the first
edition, published in 1946, one will find approximately S0—not 100—ad-
ditiomal references to SEE, and virtwally all of these were adeed by Parama-
hanszji himself—43 in the new final chapler alone. The few references
added by SRF appear in photo captions, the list of illustrations, Pub-
lisher's MNotes, the Forest Lawn (estimoniil (which obviously could not
have been included in the first edition), etc,

As for Ananda’s objedtion to SRF's remaoving 14 lines from the *Samadhi”
poem in Aurobingraphy of @ Yogi, the gur lamself approved Tam Mata's
editing this poem for the Autobiograpby to make room in the book for
the additional material he wanted added in editions after the first. 1e
confirmed this authorization while reviewing his munuscripts in 1949,
(Note: Readers who prefer the longer version may still enjoy it in the
Lessons and other SRF publications currently in print, such as Somgs of
e Sord and Whigtns fromm Eternity [First Version] L

Anandz has mised questions about changes in the Autobiography re-
lating to three other subjects: the rights to Paramahansaji's wriings, World
Brotherhood Colonies, and the giving of Kriva Yoga. In each case, the
changes were made 10 reflect our Guru's stated intentions.

The Rights 1o Paramahansa Yogananda's Wrilings:

Amanda has assened that SRF has edited in its favor the passage about
SKF owning the rights to Paramahansaji's writings. They imply that the
Guru intended only the proceeds from the writings (o go to his organiza-
tion, but not the copyrighs.

However, as mentioned earlier, untl the end of his life the Guru re-
peatedly stated, verbally and in written documents beginning at the time
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of 3RFs legal incorpormation in 1933, that the rights 1o all his books, writ-
ings, lecnres, and other works Delonged (o Self-Realization Fellowship, To
cite one example, the following notice appeared at his request in the No-
vember 1939 issue of SRFs magazine:
Fervamertansa ool Yogasaieda renoioced all Bl cevrnesbin gty i
rae Seif-Renlizanon Felloeshbin eoben i aras inconfreaied 83 o sl ne
Hpnveies orpaiizatton wneler the faus of Cediferenda on March 200 1935 Ar
fieet e B feeeniedd over fo tie Felloeestd all bix sights to origl fncome from
A sl of B boods, wriiiegs, sagesime, lecinre, clnsses, broperty, anio-
e ctvned il e possossiones, The corgyordion, whose affwirs are mon-
aged by o Board of Diveciors, does aor feey Yogieeessasseled annny saferys”

World Brotherhood Colonics:

Mr. Walters has also objecod o the removal from Anfobioprapdyr of o
Yogi of the references o world hrotherhomd colonies. Not having been

omn the Board of Directors during the Guro's lifetime, e was not aware of

all the organizational guidelines and prioriues that Paramahansaji pave,
including those about spivitsl Comminities.

Throeeghener the 194905, Parnmahanssii's ideas for spiriwal communities
underwent considerble evolution. [n the beginning e accepted for nesi-
dence in the Encinits colony mamied couples and Gmilics in addition to
the repuncianes who were already there. However, il wasn't long before
he determined thar 1o properly omganire spirtual communities for families
along the kines be envisioned would ke much more time than he then
had available—iime that he felt newded o be devoted 1o the mone impor-
wnt aspects of his work. From then on, the Encinitas center, like the M.
Washingron headquarners, became primarily a community of monks and
nuns wholly dedicated 1o the monastic ideal. Paramahansaji did, however,
comtinue 10 speak of his ashoms as model “wordd-brotherood colomies"
—demonsiranng the life of outer simplicity and inner searching for God
et woule] bring the greatest happiness and fullillmen whether one were
pursuing the monastic path or that of the howscholder. After his plans for
the Encinitas Wordd Brotherhood Colony hied changed, Paramahansaji re-
muoved from Awiobicerapby of o Yog! the passage describing wrodld broth-
erlood colonies, and repliced @t in the 1951 thirg edition with 2 aech
Bnefer description of activities at the monasic ashram cenver.

In o satsanga with members in 19735, S Daya Mata was asked abour 5RFs
plans o found world bmtherhood colonies. After describing the evolution
of the Gurus plans with regard 0 such commumines, she concluded,

He said 1o ws that bis mission was io bring the nnssape of Kriya Yopa

There will be fplesdy of thee by fbe ey gben sach colipies and other

ideas can be ped fnde effect. Flis mision weas to bring the teachings: our

gl & ko spvead hene. Fe wodd s phis qeil! reypniEre o greond ded of N

cittel offort. Cher duty & fo establish bis message, 1o Suild bis work, and o

E:ll'.l."n?e':lﬁ ft—eiwecd el 1% eobasd nov e r."n;:l'.l;g_

Howr pifal i & vl we concersireite ove this g owr Jinst prionly. The world £
Bremgry for whal Master gave. Look of the slale thal the wonld i in today.
Masler’s message s ol fiess Jor compemnities of lue o three bandred -
elfedeinials; bis &5 a peisdon to the wbode rorkd, and people are bungey for 1

Self-sustaining SKF communities for families will come into being in fu-
ture, when the tme 5 Aght. In the meantime, Pammahanzaj did encour-
age the formatiodn of SHF howseholder “communities” in another sense: He
urged members to sentle in the vicinity of our temples and centers, having
thewr own homes and businesses, participating in SRF activities and creal-
ing 2 helpful spintual environment through mutal associaton and fellow-
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Rejarsi fawmakanands, prresident of
SREYSS from 1952-1955

Ty the memmks i ooy Geerpe's ashrans
i Amerfcd, Rajaes wrole in P95
“Many af poa bave asbed grestions, ard £
frare Beer waliing Mo recoive ansmers o
[larris] _."'rrmr Mty The Masrers ooy |i|'J|:'¢i_1:i
ferEsrer wlben foe expec! i tooofo s, S

reither o ]'l'-'l:1'llllr"|'! thie feRe 1 Fifn

“Fogtbose o pon b B cecbodd o o
ety pRsfarnelions Ser o ot Do ibe feld aend
i SAF clerases o Seeetieg feveebors, T ey (i
s pe D o v The otber eterning, Mavch
150 fo bwe mvact, S l'tr.b!u'mu'.n:rr,l':l' colne fo e
vy mealitaiion windh s mesage T o T
erniret fezachiors sdan Bap II‘:-;".E:.‘r_a.I"HIn' bt
o sed ave seelivg Jaltony, or b bhoze sl
sl crians. £ et oonly fraie detolees fo piee
s toachings o o are pinselfish, e
e Crondl owedy; covred erio Daree sovse redezaation,
Mo dead fhese shondd po ot fo semck "

'T.I'u'.rr:_."':.lr--_ dear ones. _ll:l.‘n"4:|'_-'.|' ::.-'rr.:?::.
drel, aftend all the olasses. cnd fmpeane
_\.1'I'-'¢I:-"-'-'l!'-rF'1‘-'-' I ST WY.L S0 ITE'H-!:I:,T;IF." iH
Vi eeesel ol feiatee e, ailaen alll mped-
itate deocply 5o thar you il be ready e
server Ceond edoecd Ciams .rJ'.l.lTn.'J_q.': SRFE This is i@
ftme o prefanation, medliraiivad, cuiad sinely;
aos ool aas selfalincipdine

f sewnd Master’s kove asnd blessings i o,
ot clnied el Allery Cened b rith yoe alera)s ©



Dhemr Senderd

Ve gy o o yoa) ol wil the proo ek o the
TRCIENIOUE OF BEALIZATEON, roazly e by
fris Wasker, a5 Yubicwjl of Badi, wis ierives
il £z ks cer, Loin Mabimise. Tan irchoepes s
reclaczwared by e porer Mustos Brhail Fasthes docriplion
i e befedi g Ie foend o o cha o e Kt Yags is
res bt Awndin grapdy af @ Vegi

= n s peicaa) spderiler, whith baisa o quatie
sl propsen shonover yoo we I dising ihe -
T ilitesl dagnees, which mey asse = lile gactlang
anp giker Pedirecre of B
Thii meAnigur o suthombo] oo sl and
banarg i, poe will el iRk yom Rree the ddp P dpmideasma
et mmrokrmes did Sellaraizone sois b peme cwz
karcs dunng S poiiedy of my absmer. & will be @ samr
al = Eaip i1 by of pour presscs plimacd, santsl
st omarpendest, [ ol sther hoage Ml pe, thi
Special Lovam progech ined =l give soo the B hae
nothmy dow o g,

i Lol Be rowr galy pppescasily b socive B bonan
far s bmg time b come Sall-Resbiiben s=don wh fuse
ilienfy tiken & e cadallf iited m ey BpuR S
vplE=ng lrven an Meslimrion

ith prezmiag Blebie T poo 2l cowrel poad,
‘eery srmerclp oy,

(":j“:,b=-°-v

ship, This has indeedd come to pass. Communities of hundreds of SRF far.
ihies have developed around our temples in Encinitas, Hollywood, anc
lchmond, as well as near our Hidden Valley and Fromt Roval retrents.

The Teaching of Kriva Yoga

Ananda claims thar Paramahansa Yogananda's onginal gueidelines re-
garding the weaching of Krva Yoga were aliered by Self-Realization Fel-
loeship in order o insure that the Guru's society would control the giv-
ing of Kriya. To suppornt their allegation, reference is made 10 a cenain
phrase in Amtobiograpdy of a Yogi regarding who is authorized 10 give
Krva Yoga initieen, which was porportedly changed without Param-
bansagi's suahorizaion, The Bc i that the wording in the first edition of
e ook was subject o misinterpretation, and Paramahansji authorized
the change in Luer ediiops 1 moere Cleardy express his meaning.

Whoe Is Authorized to Give Kriya Yoga Initiation?

The Kriva technique is the spiritual baptism of the SRF path, and with
the Kriva Pledpe the devotee enters into the eternal gure-disciple rela-
tionship with Paramahansaji and the SRF line of Gurus. Because Kriva is
s0 central to Faramahansaji's mission, his instructions on this subject were
well-known to 56 Daya Mata and the other devorees he was rining o
puide his work.

Chwving [0 the shortage of monastics in the cary vears, Paramahansaji
e permission 1o a few houscholder disciples to give Kriva under the
auspices of Self-Realization Fellowship. As his life on eanh drew 1o 2 close,
and he saw the need 1o clarify the guidelines that would set the course
for the fumre, he stipulated thar Kriva was o be given only by monastics
of the SRT Order from then on. The policy originated by him, which has
been in effect since 1952, smtes:

“Chaly tve priresiicdenet, s the chasired of Parconsbarer Yogamancls, bas the
authorily o fnditate i the Kriya Yoga, By vivfiee of the spivitual author-
fry vested in the president, [he or shel may desipnate an ordained minis-
fer of the Chirch o condect a Kriya Yoga ceremony, such designation
i e retieived arreaally

From a letter written by Mr. Walters on behalfl of our Center Deparn-
ment in 1957, it is evident that he was well aware ar that ume of Parmma-
hanzaji's wishes on this maner;

- 5 anr podicy fo rern i oy ordarmed privtislers 1o give Ihe Krwa Yopa
drritiation. Measter serid that afivr bis passing be wereted ondy SEF reror-
ciates fo be ordairned as sunislers, and af that only after @ minimam of
seren years i one of our colonies... "

Ananda also writes abowr SRITS policy “formudated affer Yosananda's
passing, of requinng applicants for Krya Yoga initintion 1o sign a pledge
renouncing all other church affilaron and accepting exclusive member-
ship in Self-Realization Fellowship Church.”™ To clarfy this, [ollowing is
the acmual wording of the pledge:

“f el pracitee Ky Yoga faithilly and regulardy o the best of my ability.

1 will mror reveal @s fechnigues o anyone wEthont uriften permision from

= A muember of weachers are including in their work some of the techniques that Parmmahansaji mught, inclodme Keiga Yoga, W beave it
o each individual o follow the spisitual path in bis or her oam way. Those who come 1o Self-Realizaton Fellowship receive from us the

eemchings of our Guru, mcluding Kriva Yoga, acconding (o the insnicions he lefi with ws. Our sole sim i o walk i his Footteps, fol-

lowving his guidelines. We are not able fo vouch for the amivides of obwers who are also eaching in his naome. Bo ae hold goocwil to-
ward all who are striving o ]'a-:l.p oahers,
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the Motber Corter of Self-Realization Falloesbin af fos Arpeles, Crififormia.
Fod ey petls foecetred Ciod, [ elocep® yon a5 ) Canrnes, O festes Chids, Bhagaran
Fordsdirrel, Meharesar Bafefi Labird Mafiascow, S 50 Vidksesioar, aod
Forruemerbaniser Yogarrawela, To ool eomd do yore vy Srornes, Toffer my -
cormdttional derodion amd fogwite Wi this shinta] dafbisny of Ariia bopa
Instiariony I wrare Becomse o mrember of Sol-Reafizarion Fellfoastian, and pledge
theat £ afll dlee my Bost fo exesngnifi the ddeals and promote the aims of this

el "

It was Paramahansoq himsell who esaablished this from the eardiest visirs
of his mission, when he would ask those who anended his Kova initia-
tions o repestt 3 pledge of loyaly and devotion spon entering the gum-
disciple relatonship, On numerous occasions he referred specifically to the
imponance of a Rrivaban's link with the SEF Mother Cenfer. Writing to
Tara Mara abow some material he was sending her for indusion in one
o hiis bk, hie saicl:

I ornr sendimg bo yore sevmedliaioly Yhe wonderftil things that cawe o ne
ctfiopet Wemner Yo orend faretenenyeerngr. Pleyzse sivictly refiain from describig
ther fechaigue of Kriva Yopa, wibich (s imndefibly a part of our work for dis-
ciples only. Arive Yopa indeed bas a very foplilar appedal.. Erorylody &
arreanies o receire I afier reading the ool Hutobiogiapdy of a Yogdl, ceved
Ferrn giedng & to B ovdy afier ihey bave received theiv forsndation i the
Praccepla [SRFY Lezsons . The sclence of Kripa Yoga & mievitioned v the
Bl Buar whve art of Krivel Yoger wdll be larved from S8F Headguariers.”

In 2 handwrntten note titded Knva Yoga (see photo, this page), Parama-
hansaji expressed the thoughts 1o be conveved o new initares about the
close association between Kriva, SEF, and the line of Gunas:

s i ol fhe ensed of e relationsti winh SRE or Kriya Yooa—bat the
fvpinning. Keefr contac) with beadgrariers and you ewill be iimbed with
thee Mastors, Gy orfdich salvafion i recched qiicily . Sooe fale Kriva Yopa
el Becone flly satigfied and forget all abous the link of masters—they
negwr will rea ol G

“Rrive Yo 15 fbe fastes? afpiane roae b God, e @ Bees ro be pifored
By e grornes—SRF femolings regulardy rocoioed. T

A God-realized gure can help his disciples whether or not he is in phys-
ical foom. Out of his love [or the coumless generations of tuth-seekers 1o
come, Paramahansaji left in his Self-Realizatnon Fellowship Lessons a spir-
itual legacy infused with his divine power and blessings, He promised
that disciples who came afier his passmg would have the same opportu-
nity to find God-union a5 did those who knew him personally—through
practice of his teachings 25 given in 1he Lessons. “These SRF Lessons,” he
sand, “are impregnated with the spirit of great masters. If you soedy them
with reverence and deep atention, along with the practice of deep mexl-
dtaticn, vou will be in touch with the divine link of our masters, and will
b lified into the Kinpdom of Cosmic Consciousness,”™

Thowsands of loyal members of Self-Realizanon Fellowship Yogoda
satsamgs Sociely of India revere Paramahansa Yogananda and b line of
Gurus as Lheir elernal link with God. We know from countless letters re-
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* Beflecting an undepstunding of Pamrahansajl's goklance in this segaed, My Wabliers (in 19594, when he sns serving in the Cener De-
partment at our Internateonal Headoguamers) wroe the [ollowdng w a kader of an SRF centes:

“You know, perhaps, that 3 teacher of SRF s not expecied 1o send oul bessons on bis owne That any member should be permaesd o
consicler the lessans af one of the feachers 50 be more mportant tan the esons of the Gune seems 1o us unbeliovable. IF we perms

such Lty thes work would never proee as the Masters intended it shall.”

In mcent voears Mr Wakers has apparenily abasdoned this view, We understand thar thonegh be relers 1o the meinbers of his Anands

Community a5 dizciples of Paramabans Yoganands, Mr Wallers now requires them to smdy his own course of bessons, “Fourleom Sheps
v Higher Avvareness” and discousages them from studying Pammahansn Yogananda's Self-Bealizanon Fellowslap Lsons
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Brodber Anavndanroy, SEE/YEY Board
micmbery disciple of Paranrabansa
Yopananda simce FO40

Parapuahansg Yoganadda came aith a
okl miissioer; R came fo Brngr again o
ey the sgcred scienrce of Kriva Yoga.
Kriyer bl beerr _."i'l:rlg-r.lrrnr n"rrrrr{l; the Dk
Apes, arad paas knowrn ondy fo @ few. Lol
Alaheasanc pryvis rf:-c-ﬁm Ten rllrn".l:l.l_";.'r'.-zr..-"r f-.'n_pﬂ
i mioglers Hetos—bed e forbade b olived-
Pl to ! an aeganfzarion fo ghread fbe
fewchings of Ariya Yoge, beccse be e
dhar Croal grid thir Greald Oes bad assigned
Hagrf depide doo Parrermrerh e Yogernanag—
nevt oy b ghread the teachings of Krije
Yogea trroaghout fhe world, bt o .&:q_-_p
drose fomclings prre

W arret foss close fo the epimning of the
Sedf-Rewlization Fellpnwsiig work o appeec-
@ (15 greqiness and Jhe E:rlﬁur"rrrr i ey
ererelially bever [ e weorlad “Millicees el
i Crodd throngalfy fhese eachings, ' the Mas-
fer once sald fo us. And when one of the
macwdes Loaleeed ey himm auecstionainegly, ar i o
sy Mt be snest fare Boves ecaggerating, the
Cerere 5 e wats very enpluaiic: Sl Fdo
sl et thesnicteeas. T oamsetee igllicons"

ceivestd gt the Mother Center thar the i._'_l_lin:i'tl:'||._'|.-:_ inlercession, and ceascless
blessings of these divine ones s a0 ever-present benediction in the Tives
of SRF Krva Yogis all over the wordd

THE LINK ©)F TITE LIRS

Ananda’s letter, however, reflects a very different view of Parmmahansa
Yoeananda and the link of SEF Gurus, The leter states:

I slvoreicd Der poiaatee] o talt Kelver Yopee 55 tefelely favg i By otber ineal
asciiles of the 3RF gurus, of which Yogamanda was only the fonrh
LHFL even T e SR e,

It U5, MOFEOLer, dn Girageois presumpiion. do daim a nionoboly o
reackings [Labint Mabasayal brought fnto the world, as Mgl only
Yogamandas preseniarnion of those teachings, ond of those of all of
Labir s spirifec! grasdciildren, bad valiain.

The content and tenor of these satements is in marked commst with the
principies we uphold and practice. Most imponantly. they reflea a significant
dissimilanry between the beliels of members of SRF and Ananda concerning
the mole of Parameihansa Yogananda in spreading the science of Knya Yoz
In Self-Realizmion Fellowship, we have the iimost respec for the facr thar,
as a special divine dispensation, it was Pammahansa Yogananda who was
clrosen by Mahavatar Babaji as the one ondained o spread the reachings of
Kriva Yo worldwide. Paramahansaj was spirmually baprzed a5 a child by
Lahiri Mahasaya and trained—ar Babaji's direction—hby Lahin Mahasaya's
disciple Swanu Sri Yukteswar in preparation for the Self-Realizaton Fellow-
ship work he undenook at the behest of these gunas.

In accondance with the wishes of our Gum, we are dedicated o up-
holding he 1eachings of the distincive path that & the unigque contribu-
tion of Parmmahansaj and his line of Gums 1o the spirineal wellare of the
world, Our Guru's guidance to this effect is lovingly expressed in the [ol-
lowing words, written to a disciple in 1947;

Your lettepis assuplng words of davotion
oni loyalty. to thls Cause pnd the 2nstarn ﬂqnpj.g
tovched wa, " Ohile we most pea¥ hoomsps spd glye oll
dua pespsot to-mll roliglichs and il rolipicua
followsrs, 3till, we must reoesber our au
loyalty and dewvotlon sust be cpe=polnted == given
ter ona path only. You heve glven that i-:L'I:'HiId.}' to
Gellf-Fealization Pallowship ond to pura.  Ope should

becows Cirsly prounded in the taochings of his chelce
balora studying . the mecits of other teschinga, alze
ha will hecmeo confuaed end loso ‘sight of his gosl;
which im not thsaleogipsl wnowlsadpge, but sctosl
God=union,

I nlwny= un}n]r your lastteras = zo glipzera
and swaet.

With deepagl Dlesslngs o you end your geed wifa, L
Vary aimceraly yoora, . :
S Ay e R T

Self-Realization Fellowship members honor, as did our Guru, all true
teachers who are striving 0 do good in this world. Wi are aware that Kriya
Yopa is also taught by other disciples of Lahir Mahasaya and So Yokteswear,
and we respect each individual's dght 1o choose and follow whichever
weacher he or she finds most spiritually fulfilling.

Although Parirmabansaji indicated thar he would be the last in the line
of SRE/YSS Gurus, with the founding of his soctery he insured the perpet-

16



el B L IO I R N T

““"‘“‘F""‘Ejmw B ¢ T

“.Euini-,.mha+;m&ﬁumﬁu‘.? -
ad &5 . el :

% T towpom. Sl bl #IE Ll d]

B o d iy dipd g ne S GRS

th"lt' e 3 s

Papeimomd Bobonida, g A, Erdnias,
d ':.1“&.] P il eI i—r-u-. e =
m;'*.h; L g s'[«'-aﬁ' ol g Bp i
Sﬂﬁji- = .|1r ELB-FI;“':-I.L .-ll-'l-l. -

uation of his mission as well as the preservation of his teachings, The
Cruru sl that after his passing the president of SRF would serve as his spir-
imual and administrative representative; and, he promised, “there will always
e ar the head of this organization men and women of realization.” Rajarsi
Jamikarmnca, whom our Guro had publicly proclaimed as a siddbeg, one
who had amxined fnal hemation, was the fiest to fulfill thar prophecy.

Brother Anandamoy recalls how cleardy the words Rajarsi spoke at the
first Self-Realization Fellowship Convocation after Paramabansajl's passing
confirmed the Master's wishes for his work, and his power 1o guide and
bless all faithiful disciples:

My mentbers (od dowinge thal Master bad declared that i tas
Crod = 0ill rhevt B e thve Kt dyr the e off SRIF Grris) expocied hal Rea.
Jeirst woreld asgunte the rofe of Gur, becanse they thonght they bad to
Beive a geornd i the body, ome wbons ey cowld see and bear. it would
Bave been very easy for Rajersi o bave proclaimed bimself Gurn by
cotese of Bis grear spdnitvial poyer and mopnelism. Bur wbar be said o
fhat pathering firnily extalblizbed e course of Self-Realizamon Fellow-
shify fow all fiture gesterotions, Very simple in a gueiel poice. be fofd e
mremebers, There will be no oher prore Master wil afiays be one g,

“Then be said, ‘He §s here, He wase T refeming o the Master's piwstcal
Fresence, Bt o s omniresen s spiriuel gresence. ! ] g
As be st Wese words 0 tiee of divine pomer Toered’ orer 10he whode ae-
dience—a fremendons sarge of spiriinal wpliftmon—and no ane could
aonelay fhal Be s vipht The Wester is alive.”

Toward Harmony and Truth

In this lemer we have shared with you the history and facts relating o
the allegations made in the letter distibuted by Ananda. Mindful than Far-
mony and teh cannot be nurtured by ancor and rhetoric, in responding
we have ried 10 keep before us the example set by Gunudeva, who said:

“ir is matural to fove otbers who love you and are bind 1o you. B fesus
satd to give Tove event 1o e wbo abrese you, | baee lived thal pdvilosc-
pby. 1 bave fearmed 1o lope people in spite of thetr bebavior. For those
whe fall s fest, i@ I their doom. The faedlt lles with solfl wor sith othors,
Na matter baw perfoct you fry o make a place, you will see that there

7

Left: Exiract from hanrdwritten lefier
Jrom Pargmabansa Yogawmmdi fo a dis-
ciple, T34 T

"As I fove o 5o, o T ant ferting thiv—»A5 a
sy shwaelel I fooal fo D farler S0 a0 diseds
SR X Bvis gaews ik enemy qoaw. T oorer quashion
vemir e erend fopealin—1 S pon mearer e
prevdre B pre——phat s by T oesture to sl
i b fodfose

T IO percend Sel-Realizasion aw the e
teeg Aieeke of Fhe gurms, e ol diner? your
reEnel to any ofber feachings or ok My
Praecepia [SRF Lessores) yonr wbole Bfer roith
Kraya' Yope,

2 Passing ol {irerariore of otber feachings
currfieses aerrd wseliles the riins of lew e
even old steedenits, So T sball e Bapgne i vou
comceninme nuras of studenls ondy fr SR
20 Al seeetings stricHy sbowld be arowrnd
SRF and fareectice of mredisation.

{f the aloee Frles are follored youe il g
the groat prerns shomwering Wesiings on o
grrpal yoe wdll feed a Ing cormection with
the divdeng Heek of grornes.”



“You muake each of us feel special, as
if we were the only ones. Usually
i the numbers Increase, 1he per-
sortl fonch decreases; Brr it SRF i
= aiways there, How muck Measter's
Srresence & wanpildy felt; & is as i e
irimself i5 there sevving and grecting
185"

—R. and B D., Colorado

E0 mch fove. 2o minch Eivdness,
o mtch concentrabed effort o offer
1e5 rhe best, with spostlaneily o af-
Secrion....Only a deep Iove for a di-
ine cotise codd beve produced a
work of Wi mdgnitide.”

=01, and A. O, Brazil

“The Masler'’s words, spolken fo Sri
Lrayer Mata shortly bofore bis mabg-
samedbi, were, Only love can take
nty pldce.” T bumibly sugpest that dure
ingr this Convocarion, fove did not
Just take Iris place but confirmed his
Jorpsgrce "
—.G., Trinmidad aind Tobago

“f barve mever felt so much love, any-
where, erer,”
—IE, Califormnia,

will erlways be somebody coming to inlerfere. That i the I of this worid,
How many bave frigd fo sbaly me and disrps the barnosy of e ok,
tret hve not Been able o do so. Why? Because 1 follow the laes of Christ.”

Our Guru assured ws that those who sincercly desise God will e drawn
ter the path that s sight for them, and find there the upliftment they seek
If the individuals at Ananda experience in their lives and community the
peace and fulfillment their souls are seeking, we are indeed happy Tor
them. We wish them well on their chosen spiritual pade

It remains our wish not (o dwell on these maners, or on the unform-
mate way in which they have been presented. W did, however, feel it in-
cumbent on us to dispel here any misunderstanding that may have clrou-
lared with Ananda’s letter. We want o assure each of you that vou are
welcome o write or call us if any questions or concerns about these mar-
ters should arise in future.

W know that people come o SEF because they feel here the Guru's
love and transforming jov as 2 direct, personal experience. This is his or-
ganization, ool ours; and we have always felt if we sincerely try to do our
best in following what Paramahansaji asked of us as a socicry, the divine
love and blessings of God and Gum will continue to be the life and spinit
of Self-Realization Fellowship,

“..A Divine Purpose”

In closing, lex us reum o the beautiful thoughts of our Gurn quoted
al the beginning of this lemer—and 1o the pure spirit of inspiration that
drew each of us to this path and sustains us all along the way.

“The dreams [ bave bad, and have worbed for, God bas fulfilled—and
mnch mare than I bad planned, It s because Mt Washingron Comter

has alwd)ys sirivern (o be the instrument of God that those plans bave
Doy realized,

“Ir was for a divine purpose that I came o America, and it i through
ol % gretce Mt this work has growst. Whar T booe beew blessed 1o wil-

s iz mry lifetime bas been beyond ary droams, Wi bare onr beaniifil
ceviters bere at MI. Washbinglon avd Frcinilas, onr temmples. . and beau-
tifud places in India . It bas been a greal dream, an epic of for.”

In this special anmiverary year of Scelf-Realization Fellowship, that epic
of joy continues—the divine light kindled by Pammahansa Yogananda 75
years ago i glowing more brightly than ever. And in the months and years
o come, we look forward to sharing with you many blessings vet to come,
as the divine work begun by Paramahansa Yogananda continues to unfold

It 15 not my wish to develop a kirge, mechanical organization, but a
hive filled with the spiritual honey of God,” Gurudeva said. “Dio your
part. Spread the work of Self-Realization through yvour words and exam-
ple, through your devotion....I see the great avalanche of wurh that is
passing through this humble self, and 1 am very prateful that God would
honor such an insignificant one as 1 with the duty to spread his message.
Thos who will sincerely follow this path will surcly find redemprion.”

In the divine love and friendship of God and Gur,

Lotitubinds

SELF-REALTZATION FELLOWSHIP
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